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Editorial
2015 has come and gone. As we look forward 
to new fortunes, we take stock of the most 
difficult moments of the year. Among the 
many challenges communities had to face 
was that of severe drought in various parts of 
the district. 

We were also met with the dreadful tragedy 
in our life time, a bus crash that took place 
in Mbashe in which South Africa was robbed 
of lives of 35 people including children. It a 
tragedy that shocked and left South Africans 
in disbelief and sadness. We can only count 
on the God Almighty to bring about lasting 
relief to the families who lost their loved ones. 
May their souls rest in peace and rise in glory. 

In pursuit of a shared commitment to build “better  
and sustainable communities”, the Executive 
Mayor of Amathole District Municipality (ADM), 
Honourable Nomasikizi Konza has made a 
clarion call to all our communities to use water 
sparingly. Her call comes at the time when  
the district and country is faced with scarcity 
of water owing to drought and climate change. 

This inevitable reality calls on each one of us 
to start valuing and preserving water more 
than ever before. It is for this reason that our 
editorial team spoke to the Executive Mayor 
to get deeper insights on the implications 
on the war on water leaks. 

During this time of the year, the World also  
remembers the passing of the International  
Icon and Father of the Nation Tata Nelson 
Mandela. In commemorating his passing  
we should always try to live up to the 
noble ideals of building a society 
in which people have better living 
conditions, by working together 
to fight the triple challenges facing 
the country’s economy i.e. unem-
ployment, poverty and inequality. 

This mammoth task is a req-

uisite for collective effort between govern-
ment, business community, civil society and 
our communities. 

In this edition, we share with you the success 
stories of our people in the agricultural 
sector. It is a story that should surely remind 
us that agriculture is a major contributor 
to poverty alleviation, job creation and food 
security. The emerging farmers of this district 
continue to hoist the flag of Amathole high 
by working hard in ensuring food secure 
communities. Am I more than certain that if 
all of us can start planting vegetables in our 
backyards, half of our problems could be 
alleviated. 

Affirming the good story of Amathole District 
Municipality, Nkangala District Municipality 
visited our shores to learn and share about 
Local Economic Development matters. Read 
more about the purpose of their visit to ADM. 

You can also read about how ADM has beefed 
up its service delivery machinery by procuring 
new water tankers and honey-suckers. This 
is without a doubt a recommitment to build 
better and sustainable communities. 

During this festive season we observe a mo-
ment of reflection, joy and sharing. As we do 
this we must be mindful of other challenges 
presented by this season of festivities. For 
this reason, do everything that we do respon-
sibly and in a manner that considers those 
around us and our loved ones. In so doing we 

will be assured of entering 2016 with a  
renewed commitment to pur-

sue our goals with re-
freshed, healthy and highly  
spirited souls. 

I would like to join millions in wishing 
you our readers a joyful Christmas 

break and a fulfilling 2016. 
Enjoy this read. 

Mayihlome! 

Call us on our  
Toll FREE Number
0800 ADM ADM

Siyabulela Makunga - Editor

(0800 236 236)
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By Yanga Nothanga 

Amathole District Municipality (ADM) carries on improving the lives of the 
ordinary. The Department of Corporate Services bought seven vehicles 
worth the total amount of R10 million which consisted of two honey-
suckers, three water tankers, one low-bed and one TLB.

These vehicles will largely be spread across the sites of Engineering 
Department, subject to operational requirements. Some of them will 
however be stationed permanently in Mbashe and Mnquma Satellite 
offices.

The Director of Corporate Services, Mr. Lulama Taleni said, “purchasing 
plant machinery is always the best investment strategy that an institution 
of the size of ADM can ever take on fleet acquisition and utilization. This 
has been confirmed in various municipalities we have visited as part 
of learning and sharing. Amongst those visited, we went to the City of 
Johannesburg and Emfuleni Municipalities.”

In addition he said, “owning these facilities will have a changing impact 
on the general visible brand of the ADM’s fleet, and makes an even firm 
expression on the strategic acquisition and utilization of fleet in alignment 
with Service Delivery requirements of our geographic space.”

The return-on-investment with this purchase is huge to ADM as oppose to 
the extent of hiring costs that ADM is exposed to in the current situation. 
Whilst the procured vehicles remain fewer than the actual demand, there 
will evidently be a cost-containment in providing the service going forward.

NEW VEHICLES to Enhance Service Delivery

5th AGRI-DEVELOPMENT EXPO  
A HUGE SUCCESS  

By Mzamo Mlilwana

The Amathole District Municipality (ADM) held the fifth Annual Agricultural 
Development Expo in Mnquma LM at the King Hintsa College, Teko 
Campus on Thursday 26 and Friday 27 November 2015. 

This Annual Agricultural showpiece is a creative way of showcasing the  
success story of agriculture while presenting the agricultural sector’s 
situational analysis within ADM. Farmers from all local municipalities had a  
platform to display their state of agriculture through exhibitions in the stalls. 

ADM portfolio head of (LED) Local Economic Development, Cllr. Phendulwa 
Finca directed proceedings for the two day event. “Let us enjoy and be 
proud of what we are good at and that is excelling in growing fresh fruit 
and vegetables,” she said. 

ADM Executive Mayor Nomasikizi Konza said: “Agriculture is cool, 
agriculture is life. Agriculture is relevant and is the future. It has a potential 
to link the land and livelihoods to elevate the standard of living for our 
people. It starts with bridging the gap that exists between organized 
farmers, ordinary people, their produce and the availability of markets 

to grow business.” 

The MEC for Rural development & Agrarian Reform Mlibo Qoboshiyane 
said, “we should by all means do as many expos as we can so that the 
Eastern Cape becomes a basket of food than a basket of misery. Can 
you imagine how much money can this district generate from its 313 000  
herd of livestock that is in the hands of black farmers”, he asked. 

Xhosa King Mpendulo Sigcawu comended government for supporting 
emerging farmers so they can play a meaningful role in the economic 
mainstream of this sector. “This is more than just upliftment to small 
businesses but is a push to others so that we have more people who can 
love this beautiful land of ours as it is so rich”, he said. Aaaah Zwelonke!!! 

The Amathole region is rich in biodiversity and the area is bordered 
by the Indian Ocean, the coastline which includes estuaries, con-
servancies, national heritage sites, rocky shores and sandy beaches. 
Credit must go to ADM’s Agricultural Unit for ensuring that the 2015  
Agri-Expo is the one to remember.
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SALGA GAMES UNITE MUNICIPALITIES 

The Amathole District Municipality (ADM) held a successful 2015 SALGA 
GAMES at the University of Fort Hare, Alice campus which is situated 
under Nkonkobe Local Municipality from Wednesday 2nd to Sunday 6th 
of December 2015.

Working in conjunction with both SALGA and Nkonkobe Local Municipality, 
ADM was tasked with ensuring that this year’s games are a success. 

In the main, the games aimed at achieving the following: 
· To encourage an active, creative and healthy lifestyle to citizens  

in the province
· To focus on mass participation in sporting activities in communities
· To encourage collaborative engagement amongst municipalities 

through participation and contribution in sporting activities

The SALGA games are preceded by local and district mayoral tournaments 
where community members consisting of mainly youth participate in. 
The province has been hosting these games for five consecutive years.
Municipalities including the two metros took part in the identified sporting 
codes such as soccer, netball, rugby, boxing, table tennis, pool, golf to 
name but a few.  

Speaking at the opening ceremony and before declaring the games 
officially opened, ADM Executive Mayor Nomasikizi Konza said, “sport 
can unite many people in many ways and sport actually saves lives. It 
saves us from crime, drugs, alcohol abuse and is a major contributor to 
social cohesion.” ADM wishes to congratulate all the winners and extend 
a hearty gratitude to all the participants for making the 2015 SALGA  
games the success it has turned out to be.

By Siphelele Manona and Mzamo Mlilwana

The National Department of Public Works visited one of ADM’s massive 
infrastructure projects, to have a first-hand view of the long awaited newly 
built dam in Mdwaka location un-der the Mbashe Local Municipality on 
the 12th of August this year.

In attendance was the ADM’s Executive Mayor Cllr Nomasikizi Konza.

“One of ADM’s key competencies is that it is a water service authority and 
provides bulk water as one of our functions. This project is about getting 
clean water to the community and closer to them for health purposes 
because water is life and sanitation is dignity,” she said.

She said even though the project faced challenges one of which was to 
discover the grave sites before the commencement of construction of the 
Mncwasa dam. The grave sites were to be relocated and moved closer to 
their families. Another challenge was three families had to be moved away 
from their homes next to the construction site because of health hazards 

and floods. The ADM had to build for them new homes where they have 
been relocated.

The dam marks a historic event for the ADM as it was built using the natural 
resources derived on site like stones and the flow of water in the river.

One member of the community who came to see what was happening 
on site was the chairperson of Project Steering Committee Mr. Headman 
Ntoyaphi. “This project gave birth to a new life for the community because 
the construction of the dam changed people’s lives and it created jobs for 
many families, it will also save communities from diseases like cholera”, 
he explained.

In addition to the Mcwasa dam project 200 taps of clean water had 
been built for the community and created 4000 jobs locally, out of 7 got 
permanent jobs and 40 gained skills through the project that see number of 
skills transferred to the community.

SALGA EC 2015 RESULTS : WINNERS CIRCLE By Kulasande Billie and Siphelele Manona

Mncwasa Dam Project to Change Lives
by Siphelele Manona and Kulasande Billie

Under 19 Positions

Netball
Challenges Experienced – Netball Team From O.R.Tambo Fielded A  
Player That Was Not Accredited. Same Player Used Passport To Participate

1 Chris Hani
2 Buffalo City
3 Amathole

Football
All Events Ran Smooth

1 Chris Hani
2 O.R. Tambo
3 Buffalo City

Rugby Seven A Side
All Games Ran Smooth

1 Chris Hani
2 O.R.Tambo
3 Buffalo City

Table Tennis
Team Managers From Participating Municipalities Disregarded Request 
From Accreditation And Fielded Players That Did Not Comply With 
Required Accreditation Guides. Loc Resolved Not To Award Medals To 
All Under 19 Players.

Disqualified

Boxing
All Went Well – Ring Was Unstable

Results With 
Mfundisi From 
Amathole

Under 19 Positions

Volleyball: Females
1 Alfred Nzo
2 O.R.Tambo
3 Amathole

Volleyball: Males
1 O.R.Tambo
2 Alfred Nzo
3 Amathole

Municipal Officials

Pool: Singles
No Overall Trophy Provided

1 Chris Hani
2 Senqu
3 Buffalo City

Pool: Doubles
No Overall Trophy Awarded

1 Buffalo City
2 Chris Hani
3 Amathole

Darts: Gold Medals Missing and One Darts Trophy
Proposed For Next Year Only One Trophy And Medals For Players

1 Buffalo City
2 Amathole
3 Alfred Nzo

Municipal Officials

Volleyball: Females

1 Amathole

2 Chris Hani

3 Alfred Nzo

Volleyball: Males

1 Buffalo City

2 Amathole

3 Chris Hani

Table Tennis Disqualified

Golf – Did Not Participate Did Not Play

Netball

1 Buffalo City

2 Amathole

3 Senqu

Football

1 Alfred Nzo

2 Buffalo City

3 Alfred Nzo
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ADM and NKANGALA DISTRICT MUNICIPALITIES SHARE

 BEST PRACTICES

By Noni Vuso

Many believe that a legacy is a trail of footprints that one leaves behind.

The LED successes attained by ADM throughout the district in its quest to change people’s lives through provision 
of quality, excellent and sustainable services to communities has prompted Nkangala District Municipality in 
Mpumalanga to pay a two day visit to our district, on the 14th and the 15th of October 2015. The purpose of this 
visit was for the two Districts to share best practices, particularly on Local Economic Development programs 
in order for Nkangala to improve service delivery in its demarcated area. Addressing the delegation and Acting 
on behalf of the ADM Executive Mayor, Cllr Pendulwa Finca said “We welcome you to a district that is full of 
possibilities. We are grateful that you chose our district as a place where you can come and learn”.

During the introductory remarks, it became evident that the two District Municipalities share similarities such 
as unqualified audit opinions in consecutive years as well as the rural location. Presentations on the ADM LED 
programs were made with which the visiting district engaged.

“Research has shown that ADM is doing well in local economic development through its ASPIRE agency and 
back home we are faced with unemployment challenges which is seating at 29%. We trust that out of this 
session we will learn a few attributes that we can use to provide better life for our communities” said Nkangala 
District Municipality Executive Mayor, Cllr Thomas Ngwenya.

Joining the learning and sharing session later in the Day, the ADM Executive Mayor, Cllr. Nomasikizi Konza said 
“I welcome you to a very vast district, that is rural yet beyond its rural setting, we are striving as this leadership 
to position the ADM as an example and as a beacon of hope. When you talk led in local government you 
wonder where to fit it in, due to issues of unfunded mandates. As a district, we are a water service authority we 
do not neglect led in our area because if we can do that, we might not be able to fully change the lives of our 
communities, and tell a good story”. 

The Executive Mayor concluded by saying that the two districts must also share systems used for sound 
financial management and political stability. 

By Kulasande Billie 

The political and administrative leadership of Amathole District Municipality (ADM) and Nkangala District Municipality from the Mpumalanga province, 
visited local economic development projects at Amahlathi LM on the 15th of October 2015. 

The purpose of the visit to Amahlathi LM, was to provide a learning and sharing experience on ADM’s Local Economic Development programmes as 
well as to learn more about the successes of its Development Agency, ASPIRE. 

The Mayor of Amahlathi LM, Cllr Mncekeleli Peter, unpacked the use of wooden shelters at the Entertainment and Business Grey Square. “This environment 
provide incentives that suit Small Medium and Micro Enterprise (SMME’s), at a minimum rate because these Shelters share the same space that accommodate 
customers that come to shop in Stutterheim. It is through this initiative that we thrive in support of small and emerging businesses,” he said. 

Nkangala District Municipality Executive Mayor Cllr Thomas Ngwenya, thanked the ADM and Amahlathi LM for the hospitality demonstrated during their 
visit. He said their mission was to learn more about how they can improve Nkangala’s local economic development strategies. “Our intention was to learn 
more about the development of the development agency, the procedure, the process as well as the legislative framework. Indeed we have been able to cover 
that particular area. Having learned the theory and practical steps taken to establish the agency, we have witnessed the successes made on the ground. It 
excites us to see a true good story to learn from,” he said. 

The projects visited were, Grey Square; Abenzi Woodhouse (Manufactures of wooden houses, office and school furniture); Cumakala Bridge that was 
built to bring communities of all race of Stutterheim closer together, and Mlungisi Community Commercial Park.

ADM’s Footprints Attract 
Mpumalanga Province
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BUILDING A SECURE, ACCURATE AND CREDIBLE 
NATIONAL POPULATION REGISTER WITH A SINGLE 
POINT OF ENTRY AT BIRTH 

Did you know? In terms of the Law, all births should be registered with the Department 
of Home Affairs within 30 days after birth. 

The Department of Home Affairs is doing away with the Late Registration of Birth 
(LRB). According to the law, LRB birth is any birth registered after 30 days. 

The existence of LRB poses serious security risks for the country i.e. among others; it 
opens possibilities for fraudulent entries into the National Population Register.

The Department encourages all citizens who have not registered their births to visit 
Home Affairs offices now in order to have their births registered on the National 
Population Register. 

LRB happens because of the following reasons:

Cultural beliefs: the delay in giving name to a child because of cultural beliefs result in 
child registration being deferred. Home Affairs encourages all parents to give name to 
a child immediately after birth to avoid late registration of births.

Mothers leaving health facilities without registering their babies: Reasons such as lack 
of information about Home Affairs services in maternity hospitals, absence of Home 
Affairs offices in some maternity facilities, mothers who visit maternity facilities to give 
birth but are without required documentation for birth registration etc causes mothers 
to delay timely birth registration.   
 
Home Affairs encourages mothers not to leave connected hospitals without registering 
births of their children. 

Babies born at Home: Mothers who give births at home and do not have proof of births 
or clinic/hospital cards delay registration of births. Home Affairs encourages all mothers 
to visit nearest Home Affairs offices to register births of children within 30 days.  

Mothers without Identity Document: Mothers without enabling documents (IDs, valid 
permits or passports) delay the registration of births for their children.  Home Affairs 
encourages mothers themselves to acquire valid documentation so they are able to 
register their babies within the stipulated period of 30 days. 

Citizens without any form of documentation: lack of documentation could be as a 
result of absence of access to Home Affairs services, people who are institutionalised; 
not having legal guardians or next of kin etc  

Home Affairs encourages all South Africans particularly farmworkers, people in 
orphanages, old-age homes; homeless; rural areas etc to ensure their births, that of 
their children and siblings are registered. 

The Department has embarked on the Late Registration of Birth Mop-Up campaign 
as a drive to document all the country’s population, who remained excluded from the 
National Population Register and therefore, not officially recognized as citizens.

Eradicating the Late Registration of Birth will ensure the following benefits:
• A secure and credible NPR
• Only one entry to the National Population Register and that is at Birth
• Elimination of corrupt and fraudulent entry into the NPR. 
• Increased awareness among members of the public of the need to protect and 

secure the South African National Identity
• Ensure security of the Birth Certificate as the Base Identity Document 
• Increased awareness amongst members of the public about the security nature of 

Home Affairs

What if births are not registered within 30 days after birth?

Failure to register birth within 30 days will will pay applicable fees and involve 
screening committee which will make recommendation to the Director-General on the 
notice. A screening process will involve interviews and verification of information. All 
these processes might further delay the registration of birth.

Failure to register birth by December 2015 and both citizens and non-citizens are 
encouraged to register all births now.  

The law requires that only parents may give notice of births. In cases where parents 
are deceased, any of the prescribed persons (i.e. legal guardian, next of kin) may give 
notice of birth.   

Home Affairs is working with key partners in government, Non-Government 
Organisations (NGOs),Community Based Organisations (CBOs), Faith Based 
Organisations (FBOs), Traditional Leaders  and other sectors to make citizens aware 
about the LRB Mop-Up campaign. Home Affairs stakeholder forums (structures 
established to assist and advise Home Affairs on service delivery implementation) 
will also be participating in the campaign. The need to conduct household profiling 
and assess the number of people in communities without Birth Certificate and IDs is 
important in this regard.   

 

Basic Requirements for Registration of Birth are as follows:

• The registration of a child can be done at connected maternity hospitals, clinics or  
Home Affairs offices 

• To register a child within 30 days after birth, a stamped original Proof of Birth or 
Clinic Card from the Hospital or Clinic• Parents’ Identity documents (ID) 

• if parents are married in civil or customary union, original or certified copy of 
marriage certificate is required

• If parents are not married, both parents must present themselves personally at 
the nearest Home Affairs Office and bring along their ID documents, to sign and 
acknowledge paternity• If unmarried parents want to register their child under both 
their surnames (double-barrel/two surnames), they need to apply separately after 
registering their child’s birth.

Basic Requirements for Late Registration of Birth are as follows:

• Notice of birth on Form DHA – 24 (one photo of the child to be attached on the form)
• Affidavit on Form DHA – 288 (completed by informant stating child’s birth’s detail 

and life events
• Two recent photos of the applicant 
• Finger prints of a child and informant on DHA – 24/A
• Original if document of the informant must be presented
• Certified copy of the informant’s ID document 
• Optional (clinic card, hospital letter, maternity certificate)
• Optional (If child’s parents are married, a copy of the marriage certificate)

JOIN THE CAMPAIGN! Register Birth within 30 Days! 

Build a secure, accurate and credible National Population Register with a single point 
of entry, at birth! 

Avoid Penalties! Register Birth Now! 

For more information contact Mr Ngenisile Stuurman: District Manager Operations- 
Amathole District Municipality & BCM .

You may also customer service centre 0800701701 or 
visit DHA website www.dha.gov.za. Normal sms rate charges apply. 

ERADICATION OF THE  LATE REGISTRATION OF BIRTH
BY DECEMBER 2015

A MOP UP CAMPAIGN
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Decent Toilet

By Siyabulela Makunga 

The 5th of December 2015, the Nelson Mandela Day of Remembrance, 
will mark the second anniversary of Madiba’s passing two years ago. 
On that faithful day, ADM family woke up to the traumatising news of the 
passing an International Icon, father of the nation, Isithwalwandwe Tata 
Nelson Mandela. Madiba’s passing was not only the deepest loss for the 
people of South Africa but the World at large. Though unusual, his passing 
once again united the peoples of the world in celebration of gigantic life 
and times of this Nobel Peace Laurette Nkosi Dalibhunga Mandela. 

This founding father of South Africa’s maturing democracy championed 
many struggles including among others, equality, peace, reconciliation 
and the attainment of a non-racial and prosperous society. 

In his address during the first anniversary of the passing of Madiba, the 
Honourable Deputy President of Republic of South Africa, Cyril Ramaphosa 
said: “As we commemorate the first anniversary of Nelson Mandela’s 
passing we have an opportunity to reflect on our collective memories of 
the father of our nation and the founding father of our democracy. This 
moment calls upon us all to pause and reflect on the life of South Africa’s 
greatest son. As we reflect we need to spare a moment to think about 
the profound impact that Madiba has had on all of us as individual South 
Africans, on us as a nation and indeed on people around the globe. We 
are commemorating the passing of a life President Barack Obama said no 
longer belongs to us but belongs to the world and to the ages.” 

He reminded all of us that on December 5 2013, “the people of South 
Africa came together as one to mourn the passing of a person who, more 
than anyone else, represented our shared desire for a better future. In life, 
Madiba led us on the road to reconciliation. In death he has shown us the 
way to unity and nationhood.” In commemorating this day we would like 
to share with you this quote from Madiba himself. 

“The time will come when our nation will honour the 
memory of all the sons, the daughters, the mothers, the 
fathers, the youth and the children who, by their thoughts 
and deeds, gave us the right to assert with pride that we 
are South Africans, that we are Africans, and that we are 
citizens of the world.” 

– Nelson Mandela

1918-2013

By Mzamo Mlilwana 

Amathole District Municipality (ADM) remains steadfast in its quest to 
improve the lives of ordinary people and the restoration of human dignity. 
On the 28th of October 2015, ADM Executive Mayor Cllr Nomasikizi Konza 
led a delegation of ADM councillors and staff to built a decent ablution 
facility for Mtshwane family of Ngele village which is situated in Nkonkobe 
Local Municipality. 

Cllr Nomasikizi Konza said: “although we believe that there is still more to 
be done, we are here today to build this toilet as it is what we believe is the 
right thing to do, in our efforts to restore the dignity of our people. We are 
aware that government processes take time as there are procedures to be 

followed, but the truth is we are here and we are going to build this toilet 
with ourselves.’’ Management and councillors rolled up their sleeves and 
built the toilet in exactly 20 minutes. Mr. Zola Kunene, head of the family, 
said, “this shows that you kept your promise and delivered on what you 
said you would do for us, for that I thank you.’’ 

During the recent handover of the sanitation project in the same area, 
Executive Mayor undertook to build a toilet for the Mtshwane family. A 
toilet, no matter how much we can deny or ignore it, is a sacred and 
private place and it is vital that each and every citizen of ADM owns a 
decent one.

A Decent Toilet For Mtshwane Family

REMEMBERING THE PASSING OF MADIBA  
AAAH DALIBHUNGA!!!

Long Live  
The Undying Spirit of Tata Nelson Mandela,  

Long Live!!!!
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By Yanga Nothanga

December 1 is the World AIDS Day, an opportunity for people to work 
actively and collaboratively with partners around the world to raise 
awareness about HIV and help us move closer to the goal of an AIDS-free 
generation. This year’s theme is “Rise. Act. Protect”. Deputy President 
and the Chairperson of the South African National Aids Council (SANAC) 
Mr. Cyril Ramaphosa, calls for South Africans “to rise to this challenge, 
determined and committed and confident that we can succeed.” This is 
a further call-to-action to urgently to implement the latest high-impact, 
evidence-based HIV prevention strategies.

According to UNAIDS, 33 million people are living with HIV/AIDS. More 
than 2 million of those are children. Since the beginning of the epidemic, 
more than 60 million people have been infected worldwide and there 
have been more than 25 million HIV/AIDS related deaths. Two million new 
cases are being reported each year. World AIDS Day was developed to 
help reduce these numbers.

Addressing a district event during the 2014 World Aids Day commemoration 
which was held at Feni Administration Area in Ngqushwa Local Municipality, 
ADM Executive Mayor Nomasikizi Konza said: “Parents must proactively 
discuss issues of sexual intercourse with their teenagers. Failure to do so 
will result in life and death situations…..HIV may be a dreaded  disease but 
when you look at it with a positive attitude it can actually encourage one 
to live life  differently.”

World AIDS Day is one of the eight official global public health campaigns 
marked by the World Health Organization (WHO), along with World Health 
Day, World Blood Donor Day, World Immunization Week, World Tuberculosis 
Day, World No Tobacco Day, World Malaria Day and World Hepatitis Day.                      

The Amathole District Municipality (ADM) led the first public hearing on 
the naming of the new municipality which will be established as a result 
of the merger of Nxuba and Nkonkobe Local Municipalities. The decision 
to merge the two LMs came after the National Minister for Corporate 
Governance & Traditional Affairs (COGTA) requested the Provincial Local 
Government & Traditional Affairs Department to submit a list of non 
viable municipalities to be considered for redetermination. The Minister 
there after requested the Municipal Demarcation Board to conduct a 
study for redetermination of municipal boundaries which resulted to the 
amalgamation of these LMs. 

The public hearings started on Tuesday the 10th November and will end 
on Friday the 13th November 2015 in both LMs. 

The District is expected to visit townships within these LM’s so that public 
participation is enhanced. The communities were earlier encouraged to 
propose a name for the new municipality and consider legends that have 
passed on fighting for freedom or geographical feature or a well thought 
name that facilitates healing. Proposals received from communities 
showed that they prefer a legend. Three names were shortlisted by the 
committee responsible for the naming process, thus communities are 
expected to debate these names and agree on one. 

ADM speaker Samkelo Janda said, “think of people who sacrificed their lives 
fighting for freedom, it is important that the names that will be used must 
be the names that will remind or make you proud of where you come from.  
It is also vital that it keeps your history, language, traditions and cultures.” 

The 3 names that are a subject of discussion in these hearings are Chief 
Jongum-sobomvu Maqoma, Mr. Raymond Mhlaba and Mr. Phumzile 
Gomomo respectively.

WORLD AIDS DAY COMMEMORATED

RISE
ACT

PROTECT

 ADM Speaker Cllr Janda, Champions the   

Public Hearings By Yanga Nothanga and Mzamo Mlilwana
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AMAZED 
BRIGHT 
FUTURE

By Kulasande Billie

The Amathole District Municipality (ADM) in together with Nxuba Local Municipality hosted the 
Annual Farm and Township Garden Festival that was held at Bedford, Nxuba LM from the 23rd – 
25th of October 2015.

The festival was renowned for its splendid private gardens that are opened for public viewing at 
every spring season. The event did not attracts only the gardening enthusiasts but also for all those 
who appreciate the beauty of nature like fine roses, some of which only flourish in this small town. 
There were also displays of wide craft products, gardening information, planning of formal gardens, 
selection of plants, herbs and food pavilion. 

Our first visit in the farm gardens was in Norwood where we were warmly greeted by the colour-filled 
garden with riot of roses, fairy tale atmosphere with sunlight and fresh air. The extensive lawns with 
the generous expanses of a beautiful landscape beyond. Then it was Cavers Country Guesthouse 
with magnificent garden with huge trees that are easy to manage and splash the scene with colours 
around. The white garden full of roses explains everything that is a joy to behold.

As we proceed to the township visits, the dedicated township gardeners continue to influence one- 
another inspiring neighbours to get involved and take part in gardening. Maxin Mahleza from ward 
36 Bongweni township “when I started to show interest in garden farming my long-term goal was 
to assist households to feed their families with nutritious vegetables and become part of the eco- 
tourism project promoting sustainable development and combating poverty of our people, and thanks 
to the ADM for including the townships in these festivals,” he said.

Bedford Garden  
Festival Left Tourists 

AMAZED 

By Yanga Nothanga and Mzamo Mlilwana 

Amathole District Municipality (ADM) together with 
Nxuba Local Municipality partnered with the Eastern 
Cape Department of Education (ECDOE) hosted the 
Career Expo which was held at Lovedale College, 
Alice on 29 September 2015, under the theme 
“Choose your destiny, make the right choice.”

The purpose of the event was to provide students 
with career guidance and opportunities offered at 
various Universities and FET Colleges provincially 
and outside. As well as expose learners to Univer-
sity requirements so that they choose at an early 
stage what they want to be after grade12. Also 
the expo aim was to assist learners with valuable 
information which will assist them to choose their 
careers properly.

Siyabonga High School teacher Nolitha Majiza said, 
“there are many careers, they accommodate learn-
ers with different potentials and anyone can pursue 
their career regardless of their family background.”

Learners were given application forms and bro-
chures containing information about courses  
offered by each institution.

“What I have learnt from the Career Expo is that 
even though you are still a high school learner 
you can apply for a loan that can help you get 
resources you need to further your studies and 
now I know what is required of me in order to 
qualify for tertiary,” said Siphokazi Mxoli a learner 
from Khulile Secondary School.

LOOK BEYOND 
CIRCUMSTANCES 
AND IMAGINE

BRIGHT 
FUTURE

Communities Urged to Fight Water Leaks 
By Siyabulela Makunga 

ADM Executive Mayor Nomasikizi Konza has urged 
communities to extend their hands in a war on water 
leaks. She made this call during the launch of the dis-
trict’s  War on Water Leaks Programme. The event was 
held at Ncumisa Kondlo Community Hall in Ngqushwa 
and was organized in collaboration with the National 
Department of Water and Sanitation. The Executive 
Mayor’s passionate plea comes after President Jacob 
Zuma’s announcement during this year’s State of the 
Nation Address this year, that the Government loses R7 
billion to water leaks and that in order to stop this chal-
lenge, the Department of Water and Sanitation should 
train fifteen thousand (15000) artisans or plumbers to 
repair leaking taps in communities. Of this total number 
2000 young would be recruited from seven local munici-
palities of Amathole District Municipality(ADM) 

This programme was launched by the President on 28 
August 2015 at Dan Qeqe Stadium in Port Elizabeth. 
He said that the R7 billion that the country loses to 
water leaks is too much money that could be used for 
development. Speaking on behalf of Honourable Deputy 
Minister for Water and Sanitation Pam Tshwete, ADM 
Executive Mayor Nomasikizi Konza said: “Areas in the 
North West and Free State have also been declared as 
drought zones. Water lost from leaks is also contributing 
to the drought because less water is available to be saved 
during harsh times.... When there is a drought, livestock 
will die of thirst, even if you give them food; your farms 
and food gardens will dry up and produce nothing even 
if you buy fertilizers; when it stops raining, those of you 
have water tanks will find no water in the tanks; and then 
when the rains become scarce, the Government may 
have to implement extreme water restrictions such as  
shutting off water during certain times of the day.”

She said that droughts happen because of climate 
change resulting in dry summers and dry winters. “This 
is why reporting leaks is so important. When you report 
leaks, you save so many drops of water that could save 
a community. You must remember that we cannot make 
water and so every drop of water counts. Every drop of 
water counts. Stop leaks by reporting them to the mu-
nicipality. The Eastern Cape is a rural province that relies 
heavily on water to run its social and economic devel-
opment activities. Ngqushwa is mainly an agricultural 
area, which means that it needs water for irrigation and 
ploughing.” Konza said that if there is any water short-
ages in the area then we will not be able to fight poverty 
because water shortages are detrimental to the promo-
tion of local economic development.

Water supply to Butterworth, Ehlobo, Kotana and Ibika, 
extending all the way down to Centane, is supplied 
from the Xilinxa dam. For Butterworth and Ibika, water 
is released into the Gcuwa River and is abstracted from 
Gcuwa weir in Butterworth, while water for Ehlobo and 
Kotana is pumped directly out of the dam to the treatment 
works at Ehlobo. 

“Over the past two years there has been limited rainfall 
in the Xilinxa catchment and from May 2014, there has 
been a continuous decline in the storage of the dam, as 
can be seen in fig 1 below. While we are now entering 
the “rainy season”, there have been predictions of a 
drier spring and summer and so it may be prudent to 
implement restrictions until the level in the dam recovers 
to a safer level. We need the community to support the 
War On Leaks programme because it will not only create 
skilled youth, but it will also reduce poverty and end the 
poverty cycle in many families because of the accredited 
qualification,” she concluded.
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By Mzamo Mlilwana 

The Amathole District Municipality together with Nxuba municipality celebrated the global handwash-
ing day on Tuesday, 20th October 2015 at the Buizedenhoutville Hall in Adelaide. 

The theme for the day was raise a hand for hygiene. Teachers, learners and the community at large 
were present to receive this important hygienic message. Research shows that most people do not 
take seriously, the importance of washing our hands on a regular basis. 

Mrs Mandisa Jim from the Department of Water Affairs gave a brief summary of why water plays an 
important part in our lives. She said we should do everything to save water as it is a scarce resource. 
Her address was followed by a brief demonstration on how to wash one’s hands effectively. 

Andile Frans from Siphocamagu High School was given a chance to share lessons learned from this 
informative session. He said: “At first I did not take this seriously but then I later realized that this is 
very serious and I would like to thank Amathole District Municipality for coming here today to share 
this information with us.’’ 

ADM officials from community services handed out facecloths, brush to scrub nails and soap so as 
to carry on practicing a hygienic lifestyle. 

Soap is the key in preventing infections/disease so it is a must that we use it regularly when washing 
our hands. We all have a responsibility towards our own health. Let’s all do the right thing and keep...

By Kulasande Billie & Yanga Nothanga

The Amathole District Municipality (ADM) 
Community Services Department, through its 
Municipal Health Services Unit hosted a World 
Toilet Day (WTD) under the theme “Sanitation 
& Nutrition” at Dumezweni Junior Primary 
School in Ntsitho location, Tsomo Ward 13 
Amahlathi LM, on 24th November 2015.

The purpose of the event is to educate and 
make the community aware of sanitation 
issues as an intervention that will help to curb 
diseases such as cholera. In 2001 the World 
Toilet Organization (WTO) declared 19th 
November as World Toilet Day (WTD).

The World Toilet Organization created WTD 
to raise global awareness about the strug-
gle faced by 2.6 billion people daily without 
access to sanitation. WTO also brings to the 
forefront the health, emotional and psycho-
logical consequences the poor endure as a 
result of inadequate sanitation. 

Speaking about the importance of using toilets 
in our rural communities will help to minimize 
the unhygienic living conditions was Sikelelwa 
Makasi from the Department of Agriculture 
she said “I would like to thank the ADM for 
this opportunity of inviting the Department 
of Agriculture to be part of such of this well 
educating event, for the global awareness 
about the struggles faced by people around 
communities who help themselves in the 
bushes to relieve themselves and not using 
their toilets.”

ADM 
CELEBRATES
WORLD 

TOILET DAY 

HAND-WASHING DAY OBSERVED -
“Water, Soap and Hands”
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Born and bred in Mdlankomo Village in Ngqeleni in the former Transkei, 
Radebe as he is affectionately known to his political peers, started 
schooling there and finished my junior certificate (JC) at Ndamase High 
School.

In 1971 he moved to East London looking for greener pastures where 
he started working as a Storeman clerk for Castle Wine, now called 
Distillers Corporation.  He then moved to TW Becketts a coffee and tea 
manufacturer as a merchandiser and later as promoter. 

During that period there were industrial actions (stikes) in the Durban area and 
many unions were active and that influenced the East London area to follow 
suite.  It was then that he was also influenced to join the trade union movement.  
In 1975 he then joined the Black Conscious Movement (BCM) which was 
founded by Bantu Steven Biko. He had an opportunity to interact with the leaders 
of BCM as its Head Office was in King William’s Town. They would visit their  
offices at weekends to learn more and have political discussions.  

During that time through the Institute of Race Relations they also 
formed the Race Relations Youth Club working closely with some white 
liberals such as Donald Wood, former editor of the Daily Dispatch, his 
political journalist, Roger Omond and many others.

In 1981, he started working for the insurance which made it easy for him 
to continue with his underground political work as he had time to move 
freely around the Border region selling insurance.

In 1983 he was involved in the establishment of the United Democratic 
Front (UDF) in the Border region and became one of its first organisers in 
co-ordinating Signature Campaign against the Tri Camera government.  
He later became the Treasurer until UDF was disbanded in 1991 after 
the ANC was unbanned.

When South African National Civic Organisation (SANCO) was 
launched in the Border region, he was elected as its first Treasurer as 
well. During these times he was in and out of detention and the longest 
period being the State of Emergency, he enrolled for Matric with Damelin 
College where he later completed a certificate in Human Resource 
with them.

After a long spell in detention, he lost his job with the insurance company 
he worked for. In 1991 to 1994 he was employed as Manager for the 
South African Red Cross. One of his duties was to assist former political 
prisoners and victims of political violence. 

During his stay in the SA Red Cross, he had an opportunity to visit 
African countries like Zimbabwe and Tanzania to learn survival skills. 
One of the training courses he attended in Tanzania was in Water and 
Sanitation. He was able to transfer his skill to communities, building their 
toilets and protecting springs to conserve water. The toilets they built are 
still standing and working today. Whilst at the Red Cross, he was sent for 
training on assisting victims of violence in Denmark.

In 1995, he went back to Old Mutual as a Financial Advisor. During 
the stay with them he attended an intensive training course in Financial 
Planning, Income Tax, Legal Finance and Marketing. He also moved up 
to Management until he left in 2009.

He joined ADM in 2009 as a Councillor and was appointed a member of 
the Mayoral Committee in the Housing Portfolio in 2010.  

During his stay with ADM, he attended several training courses such as 
Project Management and Financial Management.

Radebe is a family man, married with three sons and a daughter all are 
adults and he has many grandchildren.

By Own Correspondent

Amandla Nquma attended the SAICE–SAFCEC annual awards that were 
held at the Bay Hotel in Camps Bay situated in Cape Town on 8 October 2015 
for the most outstanding civil engineering achievements for 2014/2015. 

The Amathole District Municipality (ADM) built the Mdwaka dam and was 
bestowed with the highest award in water engineering projects. More 
than 30 project entries were received from across the Southern Africa 
to compete for these awards. It includes awards for international and 
technical excellence, community-based projects and divisional category 
which consisted of Structural Engineering Projects, Project Management 
and Construction, Transportation Engineering Projects and Water 
Engineering Projects.

Project Manager for the Mdwaka Dam, Amandla Nquma from ADM 
was bestowed with a prestegeous award. This is a huge achievement 
for the Eastern Cape as the project was recognised as the best water 
project nationally, in terms of execution in design, construction and 
project management. This shows that ADM continues to strive towards 
becoming a leading local government institution in delivering quality 
services to its communities.

Notable in this project was the method of construction using local 
labour to build the Dam and using only minimum machinery, the 
project had spinoffs for the community. Up to R21 million was given to 
the community showing that many ordinary citizens that could put food 

on the table, then were able to do so. The contractor that was appointed, 
sponsored the community by building them a new Pre-School for the 
young ones. More than 66 villages benefited from this project in terms of 
drinking safe water. Relocating of graves that were on the dam basin 
was the only major challenge during the time, but at the end the families 
were exhumed and their loved ones were brought closer to them.

“Water is life, Sanitation is dignity….
Working together  

to restore our people’s dignity”

SAICE-SAFCEC annual awards

Meet ADM Chief Whip: Sandla Bishop Mtintsilana
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ARE YOU REGISTERED TO VOTE?
A reminder to all South Africans aged 16 and older....
voting does not only take place every �ve years.

Almost every month there are by-elections to elect ward 
councillors to govern cities and towns across South Africa.

Make sure you are able to participate in electing your 
representative by registering to vote at your local IEC 
office weekdays 8am to 5pm.

All you need is your green bar coded ID document or the new
smart ID card, or alternatively a temporary ID certi�cate.

For more information and to �nd an IEC office nearest 
to you, visit elections.org.za or call 043 709 4200.

Check your registration info at www.election.org.za
or SMS your ID to 32810 (SMS costs R1).

EC PHYSICAL ADRESS TEL. NO FAX. NO

MBHASHE    
 46 Thompson Street 047 489 1414 /2293 047 489 2466
 Shop No.5 Main Street   
 Dutywa   
 5000   

MNQUMA    
 No.28 Corner Fuller and 047 491 3956 047 491 1734
 King Street, Ground Floor 047 491 8146  
 Office Old Mutual 047 491 1734  
 Building, Butterworth   
 4960   

GREAT KEI    
 60a Frere Road 043 726 7633 086 567 8972
 Vincent   
 East London   
 5200   

AMAHLATHI    
 New premises at 043 683 3231 086 538 6280
 Bostock House, 043 683 2971  
 Corner of Dragoon Street   
 and Murray Street   
 Sutterheim   
 4930   

NGQUSHWA    

 Erf 476, 040 673 3165 086 675 8650
 Ngqushwa Municipality 040 673 3580 086 212 5689
 Peddie   
 5640   

NKONKOBE    

 23 Longmarket Street 040 653 0000 040 653 2792
 Alice   
 5700   

INXUBA    

 34 Church Street 046 684 0195 086 675 8621
 Adelaide   
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